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Concept QuickStart – Importance and Applications of 
Coordination Compounds 

 

Unit: Unit 5: Coordination Compounds  

Subject: For CBSE Class 12 Chemistry 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

SECTION 1: UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT 

1.1 What Is the Significance of Applications? (Core Idea and Anchor Definition) 

In Class 12 Chemistry, moving from the theoretical foundations of bonding to practical 
applications represents a strategic shift from understanding "how" a molecule is built to 
"what" it can actually achieve. Coordination compounds are not merely abstract academic 
subjects; they are the functional engines of inorganic and bio-inorganic chemistry. By 
mastering their applications, we bridge the gap between microscopic electron donation and 
macroscopic real-world utility. 

At the simplest level, coordination compounds act as a "Molecular Swiss Army Knife." Just 
as a multi-tool has specific attachments for different tasks, these complexes possess diverse 
capabilities—such as metal selectivity and catalytic activity—that allow them to solve highly 
specific chemical problems in both nature and industry. 

At the molecular level, these compounds function through a process where ligands donate 
electron pairs to empty orbitals on the metal atom, creating a stable cage-like environment. 
This selective binding and unique electronic environment allow these compounds to perform 
vital tasks, such as transporting small molecules like oxygen in the blood or facilitating 
industrial reactions that sustain modern manufacturing. 

Coordination compounds are substances formed when ligands donate electron pairs to 
form coordinate covalent bonds with a central metal atom, resulting in a complex ion or 
molecule with a specific geometry and fixed composition. 

A common misunderstanding among students is that coordination chemistry is purely a 
theoretical branch of study. However, one must correct this: these compounds are used every 
day in life-saving medicines, water treatment, and essential biological processes. They are 
not just exam topics; they are the building blocks of biological and industrial functionality. 

These diverse roles translate into immense real-world value, serving as the foundation for 
both human survival and technological progress. 

1.2 Why These Applications Matter 
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The study of coordination applications is essential because these compounds provide the 
solutions to critical real-world problems in medicine and environmental science. Whether it 
is the detoxification of heavy metals in the human body or the development of catalysts for 
clean energy, coordination chemistry provides the specific molecular tools required for high-
stakes problem-solving. 

For students, this section is a high-priority focus for CBSE Board exams. Questions regarding 
biological complexes or medicinal applications frequently appear as 2–3 mark questions. 
Specifically, the identification of central metal ions in biological systems (like Mg in 
chlorophyll or Fe in hemoglobin) are common targets for one-mark objective questions. 

1.3 Why This Concept Exists (The Problem-Solver) 

Coordination chemistry exists to solve the fundamental problem of explaining why metal 
salts behave with such molecular specificity and how we can systematically use them for 
industrial efficiency. 

Historically, the field underwent a massive evolution. Werner’s theory marked a revolutionary 
shift from merely observing colored salts to intentional molecular design. This allowed 
chemists to move beyond simple observation and begin building specific ligands to fit metal 
centers for targeted tasks, such as using EDTA for poisoning or Cisplatin for oncology. 

Without the principles of coordination chemistry, we would face severe real-world 
consequences: 

• Lack of Oxygen Transport: Vertebrate life would be impossible without the specific 
iron-coordination in hemoglobin. 

• Untreatable Poisoning: Heavy metal toxicity (like lead) would be fatal without 
chelating agents that selectively wrap around and remove toxic ions. 

• Industrial Stagnation: The manufacturing of modern materials, from polymers to 
purified gold, would cease without coordination-based catalysis and extraction. 

1.4 Analogies and Mental Image 

To visualize how these compounds work, consider the "Molecular Swiss Army Knife" 
analogy. One complex offers multiple functional "tools": 

• Metal Selectivity: The ability to pick and bind one specific metal out of many. 

• Catalytic Activity: The "blade" that cuts through the energy barriers of a reaction. 

• Color: Visual indicators arising from electronic transitions. 

• Charge Balance: Ensuring the complex can move through the body or a chemical 
reactor. 
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Alternatively, consider the "Keys and Locks" analogy: a coordination complex acts as a 
specialized lock that only a specific ligand "key" can fit, ensuring chemical specificity. 

Picture this: You are looking at the "City of Chemistry" from above: 

• Red Buildings represent biological centers where hemoglobin is transporting oxygen. 

• Green Buildings are industrial sectors where catalysts produce essential materials. 

• Blue Buildings are medical clinics stocked with Cisplatin and MRI contrast agents. 

• Yellow Buildings are environmental plants using chelators to clean contaminated 
water. 

This is what importance and applications look like in your mind's eye. 

1.5 Everyday Context and Applications 

Observable Phenomenon: Consider Hemoglobin in our blood. Its color shift is a visible 
coordinate bonding process. When iron coordinates with oxygen in the lungs, it forms a bright 
red complex; as oxygen is released into the tissues, the coordination environment changes, 
causing the blood to appear a deeper purple-blue. 

Technology Application: The drug Cisplatin [Pt(NH3)2Cl2] is a pillar of cancer therapy. Its 
square planar geometry is the secret to its success; this specific shape allows it to coordinate 
with DNA strands, preventing cancer cells from dividing and effectively fighting the disease. 

Counterintuitive Example: You might think that treating lead poisoning is a simple matter of 
physical removal, but actually, lead binds so tightly to body tissues that physical methods fail. 
Because of this, chemical chelation is necessary. By introducing EDTA, we provide a ligand 
that forms a far more stable complex, [Pb(EDTA)]2-, than the lead-protein bonds in the body, 
allowing the toxin to be safely excreted. 

These practical realities demonstrate that textbook facts are the foundation of modern 
civilization. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

SECTION 2: WHAT THE TEXTBOOK SAYS (NCERT) 

2.1 NCERT Key Statements 

The NCERT curriculum establishes the foundational facts of coordination chemistry, 
highlighting its role as the backbone of modern bio-inorganic science and industry. 

• Chlorophyll is a coordination compound of magnesium (Mg), essential for 
photosynthesis. 

• Hemoglobin is the coordination compound of iron (Fe), responsible for oxygen 
transport. 
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• Vitamin B12 (cyanocobalamin) is a coordination compound of cobalt (Co), vital for 
preventing pernicious anemia. 

• Coordination compounds are used in metallurgical processes, such as the extraction 
of silver and gold. 

• They serve as essential industrial catalysts and analytical reagents in laboratories. 

• These compounds find wide application in medicinal chemistry. 

2.2 NCERT Examples and Distinctions 

The textbook emphasizes specific biological complexes and their central metal ions: 

1. Chlorophyll: Central metal is Mg. 

2. Hemoglobin: Central metal is Fe. 

3. Vitamin B12: Central metal is Co. 

NCERT also distinguishes between diverse applications: 

• Electroplating vs. Textile Dyeing: Used for surface protection and aesthetic color 
application. 

• Analytical Reagents: Used in the lab to identify and quantify specific ions. 

• Metallurgy: Specifically used in the purification and extraction of precious metals 
through complex formation. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

SECTION 3: CLARITY AND MEMORY 

3.1 Key Clarity Lines 

Precision is mandatory for high marks in CBSE exams. To avoid common pitfalls, keep these 
six exam-critical lines in mind: 

1. The Fe2+ role in hemoglobin is to bind oxygen reversibly; the coordination 
environment is what makes respiration possible. 

2. Cisplatin geometry must be square planar for anticancer activity; the arrangement is 
the key to DNA interaction. 

3. EDTA selectivity is the reason it is used for lead poisoning; it forms a stable 
[Pb(EDTA)]2- complex for excretion. 

4. Enzymes as metal centers are essential for biological catalytic activity, where the 
metal ion facilitates chemical changes. 
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5. Industrial catalysts consist of metal centers surrounded by specific ligands that 
lower activation energy for large-scale production. 

6. Coordination color arises from the ligand field and electronic transitions; the specific 
metal-ligand interaction determines the light absorbed. 

3.2 How to Remember Applications 

Mnemonic: BIMEC Use this to remember the five major application categories for long-form 
answers: 

• Biology (Hemoglobin, Chlorophyll) 

• Industry (Catalysis, Metallurgy) 

• Medicine (Cisplatin, Chelation) 

• Environment (Water treatment, EDTA) 

• Colors (Dyes, Pigments) 

Memorable Phrase "Coordination chemistry saves lives and runs the world." Use this phrase 
to frame the "Importance" of the topic. It reminds you that the subject covers both biological 
survival and industrial progress. 

Physical Gesture: The "World in Hands" Spread your arms wide to represent the global 
impact of these compounds (industry, nature), then bring them together into a tight, focused 
grip. This represents how a single, tiny coordination complex (the focused grip) manages a 
massive global function (the wide arms). 

Extreme Association Remember: No Coordination Chemistry = No Modern Civilization. 
Without it, there is no oxygen transport in our blood, no treatment for heavy metal poisoning, 
and no industrial catalysts for the products we use daily. 

Coordination chemistry applications are the bridge between theory and the survival of 
modern civilization. 

 


